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Mrs. and Dr. Hallsworth, President of the Society and the 
Congress, charming hostess and host to numerous overseas 

participants. 

The opening of the 9th International Congress of Soil Science, 
Adelaide, Australia, by His Excellency the Governor-General of 

Australia. 



Public interest in the Soil Exhibition organized at the occasion of 

the 9th International Congress of Soil Science, Adelaide, Australia. 
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THE 9th INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF SOIL SCIENCE 

This Congress indeed has been an outstanding achievement as regards scientific 
level as well as from the organisational point of view. 

As mentioned in Bulletin no. 32 the Organizing Committee, with the aid of a 
large editing board carefully screened the papers sent in for presentation, thus 
limiting the number to 310, which all were published in 4 very expertly edited 
volumes of proceedings and presented to the participants on registration. This 
limited number allowed a strict time schedule to which was strongly adhered, no 
un-announced papers being admitted for reading, papers of absent authors (still too 
many) being read by abstract. This made ample time available for discussion. The 
multilingual simultaneously translation was near perfect thanks to a severe training 
of 6 months of 18 non-professional interpreters and the aid of 9 professionals from 
abroad. Mention should also be made of the excellent Soils Exhibition which drew 
wide public attention. 

The choice of pre- and post-congress tours was of such a diversity that each of 
the members from abroad really could get acquainted with the soils of the vast 
Australian continent. Special thanks are due to our now past-president Dr. E. G. 
Hallsworth and Mrs. Hallsworth who also acted as the charming host and hostess to 
a number of visitors from abroad on many occasions, to the Congress Manager 
T. Partridge, to Dr. J. W. Holmes, Chairman of the editing committee and to 
Mr. C. B. Wells who was responsible for the organisation of the simultaneous 
translation. 

The Congress was attended by 865 participants, representing 52 countries as listed 
below: 

Argentina 1 
Australia 490 
Austria 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Canada 
Cuba 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Fiji 
Finland 
France 
Germany East 
Germany West 
Ghana 
Greece 
Hungary 
India 

1 
5 
I 

23 
3 
4 
2 
1 
1 
8 
2 

10 
2 
2 
1 
5 

Indonesia 
Iran 
Israel 
Italy 
Japan 
Kenya 
Malawi 
Malaya 
Morocco 
Netherlands 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Peru 
Philippines . 
Poland 
Portugal 

1 Portuguese 
1 West-Africa 2 
3 Rhodesia 1 
7 Rumania 3 

12 Solomon Islands . . 2 
1 South Africa 2 
1 Spain 4 
7 Sweden 4 
1 Taiwan 1 
8 Tchad 1 
1 U.AJI 2 

44 Uganda 1 
1 United Kingdom . 30 
1 U.S.A 118 
1 U.S.S.R 23 
5 Venezuela 2 
1 West Indies 1 
5 

For the topics discussed reference is made to Bulletin 32, 1968 in which they 
were duly listed. 
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The Society was greatly honoured by the fact that the Governor-General of 
Austraha, His Excellency the Rt. Hon. Lord Casey, PC, GCMG, CH, DSO, MC, KStJ, 
showed his personal interest by addressing the audience at the opening session. 

On Tuesday, August 6, 1968, 11.30 h. about 1200 people filled the Bonyhon Hall 
of the University of Adelaide to take part in the Opening Session of the 9th Inter
national Congress of Soil Science. 

The following business was transacted: 

1. Opening of the Congress. 
2. Address by His Excellency the Governor-General of Australia. 
3. Opening of the General Meeting and working session by President Hallsworth. 
4. Report of the Secretary-General and Treasurer of the Society. 
5. Report on the New Rules. 
6. Other business. 

1—4: The President of the Society opens the Congress and announces that the 
Congress is honoured by the presence of his Excellency the Governor-General of 
Australia who thereupon pronounces his address of welcome: 

Dr. Hallsworth, President of the Ninth International Congress of Soil Science, 
and Chief of the Division of Soils of C.S.I.R.O. - Professor Badger, Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Adelaide - Sir Frederick White, Chairman of C.S.I.R.O. - Presi
dents of the seven Commissions of the Congress - Dr. Bramao, representing the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations - Dr. Bâtisse, representing 
U.N.E.S.C.O. - Delegates to the Congress - Members of the International Society of 
Soil Science - Distinguished guests - Ladies and gentlemen. 

I am glad indeed to have the privilege of taking part in the opening of this 
great Congress of Soil Scientists from a great many countries of the world. 

By reason of the number and distinction of you gentlemen taking part in it, 
this is one of the most important Conferences that we have had in Australia. I need 
hardly say that we very greatly welcome you here — perhaps particularly the great 
many Scientists of distinction who have come from so many countries. Your 
deliberations will benefit not only Australia but also all the many countries that 
represent a very large part of the existing and potential food producing areas of the 
world. 

The International Society of Soil Science is one of the oldest of the international 
scientific societies. You are all here individually as Scientists in your own right and 
not representing, in any formal sense, the countries from which you come. 

This is the first full Congress to be held in any part of the Commonwealth of 
Nations for thirty years, and is the first to be held in Australia. 

You gentlemen can be said to comprise most of the world's outstanding 
authorities in all branches of Soil Science. 

Soil Science has no man-made complications that you have to observe — no 
politics and no ideologies or racial considerations — to divert you from serving 
mankind by your research. 

However you have the highly complex nature of your subject or subjects which 
is more than enough for anyone. In addition you have the problem of translating 
your findings into language that will be readily understood by non-scientific people 
and applied to the growing of the most appropriate plants and pastures for the 
benefit of man and beast. 

I t can be said with t ruth that the principal requirement in the world today is a 
major increase in food production. Towards this end, Soil Science is the most 
important and practical factor. This makes this great Conference of high national 
and international importance. 

Soil is the naturally occurring basis of plant life, and so is the seed-bed or 
medium on which practically all life is dependent. 

Your work and research deals with the thin skin of the surface of the globe on 
which farming and pastoral activities depend. 

Soil Science includes consideration of the chemical, physical, biological and 
geological aspects of soils, and much else. 
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