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EDITORIAL 

ISSS - NEW UNION MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC 
UNIONS (ICSU) 

In October 1993. on the eve of its 70th anniversary. ISSS was accepted as a new Scientific Uni­
on Member by the General Assembly of ICSU at a meeting in Santiago/Chile, together with two 
other members, the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES) and 
the International Brain Research Organization (IBRO). 

After a long period of preparation and negotiations to become a full member of ICSU, and 
through joint efforts of many officers of the Society, including the former Secretary-General of IS­
SS. Dr. Wim Sombroek, ICSU has accepted us as a new Full Union Member. During the discussions 
in Santiago, the President of the Society and the Deputy Secretary-General, together with the Secre­
tary-General were present and answered questions of the General Assembly relating to its accep­
tance. 

ISSS is now associated with 22 other international scientific unions, such as the International 
Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG). the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
(IUPAC), the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP), the International Union of 
Biological Sciences (IUBS), the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS). and the Inter­
national Geographic Union (IGU), citing a few organizations that are or might be of importance for 
future cooperation. Under the umbrella of ICSU we are also linked to 92 National Academies of 
Sciences. 

The International Council of Scientific Unions was created in 1931 to promote international 
scientific activity in the different branches of science and their applications for the benefit of huma­
nity. ICSU is a non-governmental organization with two categories of membership: Scientific Uni­
ons, which are international, disciplinary organizations (23 members) and Scientific Academies or 
Research Councils, which are national, multi-disciplinary bodies (92 members). The complement of 
these two groups provides a wide spectrum of scientific expertise, enabling members to address ma­
jor international, interdisciplinary issues, which none of them could handle alone. In addition, ICSU 
has 29 Scientific Associates. 

Already, ISSS is cooperating closely with ICSU's "Interdisciplinary Bodies", such as the Scien­
tific Committee on Problems of the Environment (SCOPE), the International Geosphere-Biosphere 
Programme (IGBP), the Ad Hoc Group on Agriculture, Aquaculture and Forestry, looking into a 
new follow-up initiative for CASAFA, the former Committee for the Application of Science to 
Agriculture. Forestry and Aquaculture, and others. 

Moreover, within ICSU, ISSS is also associated with "Joint Initiatives", like the Global Climate 
Observing System (GCOS), the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP) and other standing 
committees which may be of importance for future cooperation in the international sphere. Finally, it 
can be stated, not without pride, that by this acceptance, soil science is also confirmed as a basic 
science within the world community of sciences. 
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During the next three years, the Secretary-General will represent ISSS on the General Commit­
tee of ICSU, a body of 52 members, representing the Scientific Union Members. National Scientific 
Members and Officers of ICSU, at its annual meetings. 

Any comments or proposals in relation to the cooperation of ISSS with this new body should be 
addressed to the Secretary-General. 

For ISSS, this new status is a challenge for further and more intensive cooperation with other 
sciences all over the world. 

Winfried E.H. Blum 
Secretary-General 
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ACAPULCO WELCOMES YOU 

BIENVENUE A ACAPULCO 

WILLKOMMEN IN ACAPULCO 

BIENVENIDO EN ACAPULCO 



ACAPULCO, MEXICO 
July 10-16,1994 

15™ WORLD CONGRESS OF SOIL SCIENCE 
Soil utilisation in harmony with nature 

15IÈMF CONGRES MONDIAL DE LA SCIENCE DU 
SOL 

Utilisation du sol en équilibre avec la nature 
Apprendre du passé pour faire face au futur 

15. BODENKUNDLICHER WELTKONGRESS 
Bodennutzung in Einklang mit der Natur 

Aus der Vergangenheit lernen, um die Zukunft zu bewältigen 

15° CONGRESO MUNDIAL DE LA CIENCIA DEL 
SUELO 

Uso del suelo en armonia con la naturaleza 
Aprender del pasado para enfrentar el futuro 


