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SOILS







Highlight of the activities included the unveiling of
the IYS logo, presentation of the special IYS T-shirt,
display of soil monoliths and historical photographs
of the activities of SSSN, as well as society
publications, and a special session of the Fellows of
SSSN.

Activities marking the celebration of the
International year of soils (IYS) in Nigeria were
flagged off at the Multipurpose Hall of Landmark
University, Omo – Aran, on March 10, 2015. In his
address at the flag off ceremony, the president of
Soil Science Society of Nigeria, Prof. V. O. Chude
charged all soil scientists to take good advantage of
these two soil events to promote the importance of
soil to our health, wellbeing and socioeconomic
growth. He stressed that the International Year of
Soils aims to be a platform for raising awareness of
the importance of soils for food and nutrition
security and essential eco-system functions all year
round. The objectives of the IYS are:




to promote effective policies and actions for
the sustainable management and protection
of soil resources;
to sensitize decision-makers about the need
for robust investment in sustainable soil
management activities aiming at healthy soils
for different land users and population
groups;
to advocate rapid enhancement of capacities
and systems for soil information collection
and monitoring at the national level.

to create full awareness of civil society and
decision makers about the fundamental
roles of soils for human’s life;
to achieve full recognition of the prominent
contributions of soils to food security,
climate change adaptation and mitigation,
essential ecosystem services, poverty
alleviation and sustainable development;
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The president of SSSN, Prof. V. O. Chude specially
charged the Fellows of soil Science Society to
Nigeria to play leading roles in creating awareness
about the soil in their various geopolitical zones. He

the faculty of Agriculture were invited. Online
invitations were sent out, and in this case, the SSSN
Secretariat in Abuja helped to spread it to a wider
audience. Most of the Departments invited
responded positively. Overwhelming attendance was
noted for the Practical Year (400 level) students of
the Faculty of Agric UNICAL, numbering over 200, as
the day was declared Lecture free for them.
Generally, the attendance was about 550 – 600 staff
and students from different backgrounds, schools
and colleges.

informed that a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
between the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of
the United Nations and SSSN will enable the Society
organise a one day training workshop on the
Importance of Soils and their Utilization for youths in
senior secondary school and students of agriculture in
tertiary institutions in each of the six geopolitical zones.

The Press: Local and National Press men were invited
and they attended. The Nigerian Chronicle, The Cross
River Watch, Voice of Nigeria and UNICAL Vice
Chancellors Office Information Unit, publisher of
UNICAL Information Bulletin were all in attendance.
At least two pressmen or women from each
Corporation was in attendance. The entire
programme from start to end was covered with both
video and still cameras.

Nationwide youth seminar ( catch them young) on the
importance of Sustainable Soil Management and Soil
Science as part of the celebration of the International
Year of Soils with financial support from FAOwere held
between 15th June and 30th June 2015 in the
following
institutions:
Federal University
of
Technology Owerri (FUTO),
University of Nigeria
Nsukka, Moddibo Adama University
Yola,
Institute of Agricultural Research and Training (IAR&T)
Ibadan, University of Calabar, Michael Okpara University
of Agriculture, Umudike, Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, and Nasarawa State University, Lafia.
REPORT OF ONE DAY SEMINAR/WORKSHOP FOR
SOUTH-SOUTH YOUTHS IN COMMEMORATION OF
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF SOILS HELD AT CHINUA
ACHEBE ARTS THEATRE, UNIVERSITY OF CALABAR,
CALABAR, ON FRIDAY, JUNE 26TH, 2015

The Programme: The programme commenced at
about 10:45 am at the Chinua Achebe Arts Threatre,
after arrival of almost all participants. The First
school to arrive; the Gifted International College at
38 School Road, Satellite Town, Calabar was
honoured and their teacher called to the High Table.
Dr Paul Okon-Inyang served also as the Master of
Ceremony (MC) and introduced all members of the
high Table. Mr E. A. Imuk (Pastor) and member SSSN,
a Chief Lab Technologist in the University said the
Opening Prayers at about 10: 50 am. Prof U. C.
Amalu made the Chairman’s opening remarks,
mentioning the theme of the seminar as “Healthy
Soils for a Healthy Life”; he proved that all our foods
came from the soil and we go back to the soil after
our sojourn on earth. Prof A. E. Eneji, the HOD,
presented a brief Welcome address, asking all to
relax and enjoy the one day expository seminars on
soils to mark the international year of soils being
2015. He added that the year was set aside for soils
by the UN in recognition of the fact that our very
existence and sustainability is linked to the soil.
The first Lecture /Seminar of the Day was presented
by Dr Mrs Joyce F. Akpan (member, SSSN) on the title
“Soils and their Uses especially in Agriculture”. She
used copious power points slides with plenty
pictures to drive home her points to the admiration
of the audience.
The Second Lecture/Seminar was presented by Dr
Sunday M. Afu (member SSSN) on the topic: “Soil

At the Departmental cum Central Planning
Committee (CPC) meeting of the 40th SSSN Annual
Conference held on June 17, 2015, the Head of
Department, Prof A. E. Eneji, officially set up a small
committee, chaired by Prof U. C. Amalu, with Dr P.
B. Okon-Inyang serving as the Secretary. The term
of reference was to organize a one day
seminar/workshop for our south-south zonal
youths before the end of June 2015. The
committee swung into action immediately and
announced the modalities of the workshop.
Selected Speakers were Prof U. C. Amalu, Prof M.
G. Solomon, Prof A. E. Eneji, Dr Paul Okon, Dr S. M.
Afu, Mrs Joyce Akpan and Mr K. I. Ofem.
Invitations: Invitation cards (300 in number) and
letters (50) were printed and sent out to targeted
participants. Twenty secondary schools and
colleges in Calabar Municipality, Calabar South and
Akamkpa LGAs’ of Cross River State were invited.
Out of these, eight schools responded and sent in
about 20 delegates each as requested in the letter.
In addition, all science-related disciplines in the
University of Calabar and all Departments within
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Management Techniques and their Challenges”. It
was well presented with beautiful illustrations.
Prof U. C. Amalu came in third to buttress the first
two lectures with lots of illustrations and practical
examples.

7. Gifted International College, 38 School Road,
Satellite Town, Calabar led by Mrs Maria Ogar
and Ms Idongesit Michael.
8. College of Education, Akamkpa led by Mr.
Oliver Ntui. Their representative arrived late.
9. Ministry of Agriculture, Calabar, Cross River
State, represented by Director of Agric
Services, Dr (Mrs) Martina Ubi.
10. The Students Union Govt. of University of
Calabar, represented by Mr. Hechime, the
Director of Socials.

The fourth Speaker, Dr Paul Okon-Inyang, the
Secretary and MC came down and made a good
and lively presentation on “Careers in Soil Science”
admonishing the students to think of becoming
Soil Scientists as they make a choice of their Career
at JAMB entry. He stressed that soil scientists are
very few yet very comfortable people, and that our
quota is never filled in with JAMB. That is a window
of opportunity for admission.
Finally, Mr KI Ofem made presentations of tools
used in Soil Science, with display of soil maps,
monoliths and currents (year 2015) publications
(more than 10 in number) by staff of Soil Science
Dept, UNICAL.
Prof Amalu handled the wrap-up, comments and
observations which was very lively and lasted
almost 45 minutes as many questions were posed
by the audience. This session was most active and
the youths wanted to know more via their
inquisitiveness.
At the end, Beautiful Certificates of Participation
were presented to all the schools in attendance,
and also to each of the Teachers who came with
the students. The certificates were given out by the
HOD assisted by Prof (Mrs.) M. G. Solomon (FSSSN).

Pictures of a cross section of students during National Anthem
at the closing time.

Group Photographs were then taken with all the
participating schools and members of the High
Table.
The Schools in attendance were:
1. Federal Government Girls College (FGGC) ,
Calabar led by Ms Uhegwu Regina.
2. Margaret Ekpo International Secondary
School, Calabar Municipality led by Mr
Ufono Donald.
3. Holy Family High School, Otu Ansa, Calabar
Municipality led by Mr Francis A. Egbo.
4. Mary Slessor Academy, Etta Agbor Road,
Calabar led by Mrs. Ekaette Oqua
5. Angels High School, Mesembe, Anantigha,
Calabar South LGA. Teacher: Ms. Imaobong
Udo.
6. Holy Child Secondary School, Marian Hills,
Calabar led by Miss Nkoyo Bassey Nya

Members of the High Table singing the National Anthem at
closing. From Left: Prof MG Solomon (FSSSN), Prof UC Amalu
(FSSSN), Prof A. E. Eneji (Host and HOD Soil Science). Dr SM Afu,
one of the Lecturers at the Seminar.
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Certificate presentation to one the Agric Teachers from
Holy Child Secondary School Calabar.
Interactions with some participants and Teachers in
secondary schools

Handing out Certificate of participation presented by Prof
M. G. Solomon to one of our ex-students, now a Teacher
at Angels High School, Mesembe Calabar.

Nigerian Chronicle (Print Media) and Voice of Nigeria lady
(Electronic) interviewing Prof Amalu after the occasion.

The HOD, Prof A.E. Eneji presenting Certificate of
Participation to one of the Schools, Margaret Ekpo
International Secondary School Calabar.

Mr KI Ofem, one of our Resource Persons, during
presentation of some Tools and Products in
Soil Science.

Mr. Kokei Ikpi Ofem, assisted by Dr Paul B. Okon-Inyang
presenting tools used in Soil Science
to the audience during the one day training seminar.

Prof A. E. Eneji presenting Certificate of Participation to
Holy Family High School, Calabar
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REPORT OF ONE DAY SEMINAR FOR THE CELEBRATION
OF INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF SOILS 2015,
IN
SOUTHEAST
NIGERIA
AT
MICHAEL
OKPARA
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE UMUDIKE, ON 25TH
JUNE, 2015.

The Second guest lecturer is a renowned Soil
Physicist in the person of Prof. M.A.N. Anikwe from
Enugu State University of Science and Technology,
Enugu. His lecture centered on “SOIL MANAGEMENT
TECHNIQUE AND THEIR CHALLENGES”.
There now came a thrilling moment when Dr. G. O.
Chukwu,
a
Pedologist
presented
“SOIL
EVANGELIZATION” as a new vision and soil re-birth
to increase our passion for sustainable soils use and
management. He coined the soil slogan: Soil
Evangelization::: For Ecosystem Conservation and
Food Security. The Soil Evangelism group known as
Soil Evangelist was formally launched by the
Chairman. This Soil Evangelization group is the first
of its kind in the history of Nigerian Universities and
members were conspicuously visible in the arena
with their crested T-shirts and face caps. The third
lecture was given by a reputable Soil Chemist and
lecturer in the Department of Soil Science and
Meteorology Prof. V.E. Osodeke. The topic was “SOIL
AND THEIR USES ESPECIALLY IN AGRICULTURE”. His
presentation was garnished with visuals (pictorial) to
captivate the attention of the students. Another
highlight of the events to mark the IYS 2015 in
M.O.U.A.U was quiz competition for the Secondary
Schools. This was coordinated by Dr. R.C. Eneje a Soil
Physicist and Cons ervationist and the Chairperson
Local Organizing Committee. Four (4) schools
participated in the competition; each school was
represented by five (5) students. The rules of the
quiz were read out before it commenced. A time
keeper and a recorder were appointed to ensure
strict compliance to the rules. At the end of the 3rd
round (Final round), there was a tie for the first and
second positions resulting to the extension of the
competition to the 4th round, to select the winner.
At the end of the quiz, prizes were awarded as
follows:
First position = Alvan Ikokwu College of Education
Secondary School, Owerri.
Second position = Demonstration Secondary School,
Michael Okpara University Agriculture, Umudike.
Third Position=Holy Rosary Secondary School,
Umuahia.
The first three positions got awards of a Plaque and
secondary school teaching book aid on practical
Agriculture, while the Fourth position was St Paul’s
Secondary School Owerri, and was given a
compensatory prize of one T-shirt and a face cap of
the soil evangelization.
A final year student Onwuchuruba Francis presented
a poem titled “SACRIFICIAL SOIL”. The students were
congratulated for effective participation. A

The Department of Soil Science and Meteorology,
College of Crop and Soil Sciences, Michael Okpara
University of Agriculture Umudike,(MOUAU)
hosted a seminar on the topic “IMPORTANCE OF
SOILS”, on the 25th June, 2015 in continuation with
the celebration of the “International Year of Soils”
(IYS), 2015. The venue of the seminar was Senator
Anyim Pius Anyim auditorium. The event started
with prayers and recognition of secondary schools
invited and dignitaries. The Vice Chancellor of
MOUAU Prof. H. Odo-Edeoga who was ably
represented by the Dean College of Crop and Soil
Sciences (Prof D.O Asawalam) chaired the occasion.
In his remarks’ the VC thanked everyone present
for making out time to honour the invitation
despite their tight schedule. He also commended
the members of the Department of Soil Science and
Meteorology for their giant strides and winning
Laurels for the University which granted them the
opportunity to host this laudable event. Finally, he
wished all a successful seminar and celebration of
the “International Year of Soils 2015”. After the
chairman’s opening remarks, traditional breaking of
kolanuts followed. The Acting Head of Department
of Soil Science and Meteorology (Dr. P. C. Oguike)
presented a welcome address. In his speech, he
applauded the members of the Department for
their relentless efforts to see that the Department
of Soil Science and Meteorology, MOUAU, stands
distinguished nationally and internationally in the
intellectual community. He also welcomed the
audience, particularly the youths who came from
Imo State (Owerri). He reiterated his goal as the Ag.
HOD to motivate the staff and students to build on
the existing strength. A keynote address was given
by the Dean College Crop and Soil Sciences, Prof
D.O Asawalam, who reassured the Department of
Soil Science and Meteorology of his unalloyed
support at all times and wished the organizers a
fruitful and successful celebration of IYS 2015.
After the key note address, three lectures were
delivered. The first Lecture was given by Prof.
Nnenna Oti, a Soil Microbiologist from Federal
University of Technology Owerri, Imo State. She
spoke on “CAREERS IN SOIL SCIENCE” which
stimulated the audience and kept the youths in
high spirit, this was followed by light refreshment.
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Certificate of participation was also issued to each
secondary schools that attended as well as to our
collaborators such as National Agricultural
Extension Research Liason Services, ABU Zaria,
(Umudike branch), Centre for Gender and Child
Development MOUAU and Desk Officer: MOUAU
Women in Agriculture. Soil Science handbills were
also distributed to the students. A section of the
hall had a display of different types of soils, soil
maps, soil monoliths and hand bills for the invited
students. A play on soil misuse and sustainable
management was also presented by the final year
students of the Department of Soil Science and
Meteorology. This was followed by group
photographs and heavy refreshment to recharge
the tired audience. The chairman, LOC, Dr. R. C.
Eneje, gave a vote of thanks and wished everyone a
safe trip back home. The video coverage, pictures
and samples of Soil Science handbill shared to the
students are attached.
The committee sincerely thanks the Soil Science
Society of Nigeria for nominating the Department
of Soil Science and Meteorology, MOUA, Umudike
to host the seminar on International Year of Soils,
2015 in Southeast Nigeria.

Welcome remarks by the Head of Department of Soil
Science and Meteorology, Dr. P. C. Oguike

Participating students of MOUAU International Secondary
School.

Chairman’s remarks by Prof. D. O. Asawalam who
represented the Vice-Chanceloor.

Participating students from St. Paul’s Secondary School,
Owerri

Remarks by Dr. A. O. Ano who represented the
President of SSSN.
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Receiving the 1st price for Quiz competition

Participating students from Alvan Ikokwu College of
Education Secondary School, Owerri

Students of Holy Rosary Secondary School, Umuahia.

Receiving the 2nd price for Quiz competition
SOIL EVANGELIZATION
The Slogan !!
Soil Evangelization: for Ecosystem conservation & Food
Security !!!
What is Soil Evangelization?
A holistic transdisciplinary approach to raise awareness
about soil security (importance of soil resources) and to
address soil and land related challenges to sustainable
development.
It is an agricultural transformation project to impact on
Nigerians a positive attitudinal change to soil resources
use and management to enhance ecosystem conservation
and food security.

Receiving price for participating school

Objectives
To raise awareness about the importance of soils in
response to International Year of Soils calls for action by
the International Union of Soil Science and the Soil
Science Society of Nigeria,;
To present soil evangelization as soils re-birth to enhance
passion for soils;
To arouse a positive attitudinal change in perception, use
and management of soil resources by all stakeholders;
and
To empower stakeholders (farmers, students and others)
and disseminate to them proven soil management
technologies.

Receiving price for participating school
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Soil Evangelization Group (SEG)
These are people who believe in the new vision of
having passion for soils, as a common property, as a
resource in trust and as an intergenerational equity.
They are free to utilize soils to satisfy present needs
but they are obliged to conserve it, to avoid jeopardising
the prospects of future generations.

SACRIFICIAL SOIL
ONWUCHURUBA, FRANCIS IKEDICHUKWU
francisonwuchuruba@yahoo.com

Soil, the origin of all flesh
Still the last resting place for mortals
Only the Creator knows its origin
Indeed it is a wonderful creature.

Approaches to Soil Evangelization
Discipleship – Believing in, following and practicing
pragmatic sustainable soil resources management (SEG
could be involved in UGC).

It gives anchorage to plants
Not relenting in supplying nutrients
Thereby making their growth to thrive
For the achievement of bumper harvest.

Evangelism – great zeal and enthusiasm to participate
in the project (Soil evangelists)
Typical Activities of SEG
Training- formal (short courses) and informal career
guidance on soils (students)
environmental
management , erosion control, tree planting, sloping
agricultural land technology,
water resources
management, remediation of polluted soils, etc

Farmers grow crops on the soil
Foresters grow timber for human shelter
Engineers construct houses and roads on the soil
Geologists mine hidden treasures in the soil
All for the benefit of mortals.
All creatures depend on the soil
Soil is blessed and blesses other creatures
Soil harbors diverse forms of life
It hides treasures for men.

Conclusion
Soil evangelization will be the panacea to numerous
challenges to sustainable soil resources management
and declining soil fertility.

Soil is humiliated when exposed by deforestation
The life in it is harmed by toxic chemicals
Machines, men and animals trample and compact soil
Without complaints, soil still provides for man
What a sacrificial soil!
All generations shall call soil blessed
Because its use is inexhaustible
For without soil, mortals cease to exist
Therefore the soil should be revered.
Soil remains a blessing to mankind
Soil continues to sustain mankind
Soil is patiently waiting to receive mankind
Please care for the soil.
Dr. G. O. Chukwu proposing Soil Evangelization

REPORT OF THE MARKING OF THE 2ND ANNUAL SOIL
SCIENCE STUDENTS’ NATIONAL CONVENTION HELD ON
19TH MARCH, 2015 BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SOIL
SCIENCE AND LAND RESOURCES MANAGEMENT,
OBAFEMI
AWOLOWO UNIVERSITY,
ILE-IFE IN
CONJUCTION WITH THE STUDENTS’ BODY OF THE
DEPARMENT.
It was a memorable event for all the participants (guest
speakers, guests of honour, invited guests, staffs and
students). The theme of the programme was: SOIL; A
GLOBAL TREASURE!
The programme was held in compliance with the
directives of the President of Soil Science Society of
Nigeria (Professor Victor O. Chude) after his directives

Inauguration of Soil Evangelization group
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were presented and approved for implementation in a
Deparmental board meeting held early February this
year
The Aims and Objectives of the event were centred
around the press release by the President of SSSN, Prof.
V. O. Chude on the World Soil Day, 5TH December and
2015 International Year of Soils (IYS 2015) titled:
IMPORTANCE OF SOIL.

Fertility)

Letters of invitation and sponsorship were sent out to
staffs in the faculty of agriculture, OAU, well-meaning
individuals, cooperate bodies, and tertiary Institutions
within and without Osun State and appreciable
responses were received. An application was sent to the
Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, OAU for permission to use
the Faculty Foyer, and he granted it. Small notebooks
with the logo of Soil Science Society were produced and
made available free of charge to all the participants.
Two banners carrying details of the event were
produced and displayed at strategic points.
Aside the host (Dept of Soil Sci. & Land Resources
Mgmt, OAU), the following schools were invited out of
which only four were present:
dan (UI)

Guest Speakers: From left: Dr. (Mrs.) Oluwatoyinbo
(speaking), Dr (Mrs.) O.O. Adesanwo, Dr. (Mrs.) M. K.
Idowu, Prof. T. A. Okusami and Prof. Amusan A. A.

With these great speakers taken the centre stage, the
aims and objectivesof the event which were to raise
awareness and to promote sustainability of our limited
soil resource using the best available scientific
information and building on all dimensions of sustainable
development were achieved.

Participants from FUNAAB, UNIOSUN, FUTA, FUTMINNA
& OAU.
The programme started formally with an opening prayer
to give glory to God Almighty who made man in His own
image out of the soil and aroused the consciousness of
the whole world to set a year apart to celebrate the origin
of man. This was followed by the National Anthem and
OAU Anthem. Thereafter, the guests were introduced and
called to the high table. This was followed by a welcome
address by the President of the Students’ body of the
department, Elum Moses. This was followed by the Head
of Department, Prof. Durodoluwa J. Oyedele’s address
which was done by the Deputy Head of Department, Dr.
(Mrs.) Mary K. Idowu. In his address, he applauded the
Soil Science family, OAU for the unprecedented soil
awareness National Convention and Marking of the 2015
International Year of Soils (IYS 2015) and joined the
Students’ President of the department to welcome all the
participants to the occasion. After this was the 1st lecture
titled: Tribute To The Soil delivered by Prof. T. A. Okusami
(RtrdProf. Of Pedology& Chairman SSSN Award c’ttee). In
his delivery, he exalted the soil as an indispensable
companion for human existence. This was followed by a
presentation by students from FUNAAB. Thereafter, we
had the 2nd lecture titled: Soil; A Global Treasure! Which
was delivered by Prof. V. O. Chude(National President,
SSSN) ably represented by the Head of Department Soil
Science and Land Resources Management, OAU, Prof.
Durodoluwa J. Oyedele (Prof. Of Soil Physics). He
described the soil as not only a global treasure but also a
universal treasure as life has been find to exist in other
planets aside the earth and gave an instance of the Mars.
This was immediately followed by a presentation by
students from FUTMINNA. Thereafter, we had the 3rd
lecture titled:Advances In Soil Science- Latest Technology
Developments by Prof. Amusan A. A. (Prof. Of Pedology).
His inspiring lecture which encompassed the latest
technology developments in soil science all over the
world revealed the need to improve soil resources literacy
all over the world especially in Nigeria. Thiswas followed
by presentation by students from FUTA. After the
presentation, we had the 4th and last lecture for the day
titled: The Soul Of Soil & Civilization delivered by Dr.
(Mrs.) M. K. Idowu (Ph.D Soil Fertility). She elaborated on

(FUNAAB)

(FUTMINNA)
keAkintola University of Technology, Oyo State
(LAUTECH)

The four schools present were:
(FUNAAB)
(FUTMINNA)
eral University of Technology, Akure (FUTA)

Four lectures were delivered by seasoned lecturers and
experienced speakers on the following topics:
Lecture 1: Tribute To The Soil- Prof. T. A. Okusami
(RtrdProf. Of Pedology& Chairman SSSN Award c’ttee)
Lecture 2: Soil; A Global Treasure- Prof. V. O. Chude
(National President, SSSN)
Lecture 3: Advances In Soil Science- Latest Technology
Developments- Prof. Amusan A. A. (Prof. OfPedology)
Lecture 4: The Soul Of Soil & Civilization- Dr. (Mrs.) M. K.
Idowu (Ph.DSoil
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the need to consciously protect the soil on which lives
of all living things exist and are sustained.
Finally, there was an open forum on the theme of the
event: SOIL; A GLOBAL TREASURE! This was anchored by
a former Provost of the Federal College of Agriculture,
Moor Plantation, I.A.R. & T., Ibadan, Dr. (Mrs.)
Oluwatoyinbo. During the forum, the guest speakers,
staffs, guests of honour and the students bear their
minds on what they understand as the soil as a treasure,
how it should be treated and how to sustain it.
Students contributing on the Soil as a global treasure,
how it should be treated and its sustenance
During the forum, the following points were raised by
the participants:
the actions of which are impossible without healthy
soils.
care as it has great impacts on our lives and it is
something we cannot dispense with.
with more knowledge, one will be able to treat the soil
properly. We should study and know the characteristics
of the soil, what it lacks and what it doesn’t lack.
icipants for
more of this event in subsequent times
Science students. We need to carry our heads high
anywhere we go; around our campuses, at home, or
anywhere we find ourselves.
be dumped just anywhere or just
anyhow. And we should not urinate just anywhere.
the SOIL SCIENCE SOCIETY OF NIGERIA was raised by
one of the participants and it was the need for
government policies for soil use. However, the anchor
of the forum in the person of Dr. (Mrs.) Oluwatoyinbo
was quick to say that “I think that is already being
pushed.”
The event was a clarion call for improved soil resource
and management in Nigeria to save our soils.
Photographs were taken and we hope subsequent
celebrations of Soils in our University will draw
attentions of delegates from different works of life for a
more productive and result-oriented interactions that
will give rise to national policies for the protection and
proper management of soils.
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REPORT OF 2015 INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF SOILS,
DEPARTMENT OF SOIL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY,
FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, OWERRI (FUTO)
INTRODUCTION
It is with great delight and gratitude that I rise to thank
Prof. Victor Chude and all members of the National
Executive Council of Soil Science Society of Nigeria for
considering the Department of Soil Science and
Technology (FUTO) specifically and FUTO generally
worthy to host the 2015 International Year of Soils
Seminar/Workshop for Southeast Nigeria. The one-day
Seminar was a response to a vital decision coming from
the 68th General Assembly of the United Nations which
considered the need to enlighten humans in the
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The 4th sub-thematic area involved display of soil
monoliths, handy equipment and maps.

biosphere of the urgent need to understand the
importance of Soils especially to the youthful population
to guide their actions on the vital natural resource.

2
Tuesday, the 23rd of June , 2015 was confirmed
date for the celebration in line with the mandate from the
Executive Committee of Soil Science Society of Nigeria to
choose between 15th and the end of June, 2015.
3
A budget was submitted to the Department for
implementation, suggesting possible sources of revenue.

THE COMMUNICATION
The President of Soil Science Society of Nigeria by his
memo dated 15th May, 2015 mandated Federal
University of Technology Owerri to host 2015
International Year of Soils One Day Seminar/Workshop
for the Youths in the Southeast Geopolitical Zone of
Nigeria. On receipt of this vital memo, I communicated
to the Head of my Institution the Vice-Chancellor of the
Federal University of Technology, Owerri,Prof Chigozie
C. Asiabaka who quickly responded and approved the
hosting of this all important event. Consequent upon
this, I summoned a General Meeting in the Department
of Soil Science and Technology, comprising both the
academic and non-academic staff of the Department to
sensitize them on the event, its scope and relevance.

IMPLEMENTATION
The Ag HOD conveyed the LOCs report to the
Departmental Board of Studies for approval; and it was so
approved. Following this, all hands were on deck to
implement the decisions. The Ag. HOD addressed the
student leadership and the entire students on the
importance of the seminar. Undeniably, the students
became effective instruments for mobilization of the
youthful participants as demanded. He reminded them
the need to consciously and judiciously use soil resources
for the good of man today and in future.

ACTIVITIES
Considering the great honour done to the Department,
the School and indeed the entire University, the
Department in its general meeting chaired by Dr E. U.
Onweremadu, (Ag. Head, Department of Soil Science
and Technology) set up a Local organizing Committee
(LOC) after announcing Tuesday the 23rd of June 2015
as date slated for the global event: Committee
members were as follows: Dr B. U. Uzoho, Mr E. E.
Ihem, Dr S. U. Onwudike and Mr L. Agim.

Resulting from the above the students of Federal
University of Technology met at the University
Amphitheatre, and joined in the crusade. Students used
their social networks to link the youth within the
University catchment communities and sister institutions.
The Department of Soil Science and Technology (FUTO)
wrote to all sister institutions in the Southeast
Geopolitical Zone and even beyond.

TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) were given to the LOC and
to include as follows:
1.
To give an estimate of financial implications of
the event;
2
To nominate lead speakers at the event;
3
To strategize on ways of making it successful
and submit same to the Head of the Department and his
management team for further action; and
4
Any other business including venue, press
coverage incidental to the successful conduct of the
event.

THE EVENT
The One Day Seminar was preceded by a work round the
FUTO campus by a group of students as a way of
sensitizing the entire University Community. The activity
which took place on Monday, the 22nd of June, 2015 saw
the committed students carrying boards with varying
inscriptions indicating the importance of soil resource to
man and other life forms. They went to the Main
University gate where the banner advertising the Seminar
was hoisted, and there they took photographs as a
memorial to this great event. On the D-Day, the 23rd of
June, 2015 Dr Emmanuel Uzoma Onweremadu Head of
Department of Soil Science and Technology, FUTO
sponsored a NEWSTALK on importance of Soils written by
him and which was expertly read thrice by Radio Nigeria
(a.k.a Heartland Radio) Owerri, Imo State Southeast
Nigeria. This radio talk coupled with a live presentation
made by Dr E. U. Onweremadu, at HOTFM Radio station
on the some day further gave prior and timely
information to the students and indeed to all and sundry .

The committee swung into action; meeting severally for
fruitful deliberations. The outcomes of committee’s
meetings are under-listed.
Firstly, three lead speakers were nominated in tandem
with the three sub-thematic areas as follows:
A
Dr E. U. Onweremadu (FUTO): Soils and their
uses especially in Agriculture
B
Prof. V. E. Osodeke (MOUA): Soil Management
Techniques and their Challenges.
C
Dr Oluyemi Akande (Provost, Federal College of
Land Resources Technology, Owerri): Career in Soil
Science.

Thus, at about 10.00 am, a large number of participants
mainly the youthful group gathered at Prof Celestine
Onwuliri International Conference Centre of the Federal
University of Technology, Owerri, Nigeria for action.
These participants were mainly from;
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Federal University of Technology, Owerri, Federal
Polytechnic Nekede, Imo State, Alvan Ikoku Federal
University of Education, Owerri, Federal College of Land
Resources Technology, Owerri, Imo State Polytechnic
Umuagwo, Imo State, Imo State University, Owerri,
Rivers State University of Science and Technology, PortHarcourt, as well as Secondary Schools in the University
and the University Catchment area.

DR O.AKANDE(LEFT) DR E.ONWEREMADU (CENTRE)
PROF.V OSODEKE(RIGHT) LEAD SPEAKERS
There were two sessions with two lectures in the first
phase before break time. The second phase saw the
presentation of the third lecture and display of Soil
Monoliths, Artefacts, Ecofacts, and other items relevant
to the Seminar. Book Sellers and other support services
were also seen in the environs of the International
Conference Centre, FUTO
Staff of participating institutions at futo,nigeria
The ceremony was declared open by the ViceChancellor of the Federal University of Technology,
Professor Chigozie Cyril Asiabaka and chaired by a
veteran soil scientist, Professor Gabriel Osuji.

.
PARTICIPANTS DISPLAY DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS OF SOILS
ON POSTER
Press men covered the occasion and at this report time,
Radio Nigeria has carried the news for 2 days. At the end
of the Seminar photographs were taken by various
interest groups.
Prof V. Osodeke and Dr E.onweremadu pose with
student representatives RSUST, Port Harcourt, Nigeria at
the conference
Lectures took their turn Dr E. U. Onweremadu from
FUTO took the stage when he presented a lecture on
the importance of soils titled: “Soils as the soul of
nature:
A Pedagogy of its Utility and Beauty”. The second
lecture on “Soil Management Techniques and their
Challenges” was delivered by Professor V. E. Osodeke
of the Michael Okpara University of Agriculture
Umudike Umuahia, Abia, State, Nigeria while the third
delivery on “Career Opportunities in Soil Science” was
made by Dr Oluyemi Akande, Provost, Federal College
of Land Resources Technology, Owerri, Imo State,
Nigeria.
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COMMUNIQUE OF THE 39TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE SOIL SCIENCE SOCIETY OF NIGERIA HELD AT
THE LANDMARK UNIVERSITY, OMU – ARAN,
KWARA STATE FROM 9TH TO 13TH MARCH, 2015
The 39th Annual Conference of the Soil Science Society of
Nigeria was held at Landmark University, Omu – Aran,
Kwara State, from 9th – 13th March 2015. The theme of
the Conference was Managing Nigerian Soils for Food and
Nutrition Security, Climate Change Adaptation and
Mitigation. The opening ceremony was chaired by the
Chief Host and Vice-Chancellor, Landmark University,
Professor Joseph O. Afolayan. The Dean, College of
Agricultural Sciences, Dr G. O. Agbaje made an opening
remark after which the Vice-Chancellor presented a
welcome address. At the end of his address, the ViceChancellor, on behalf of the Chancellor of Landmark
University, Dr David Oyedepo, formally declared the
conference open. The President of the Soil Science
Society of Nigeria, Professor V. O. Chude, after his
address, flagged off the International Year of Soils (IYS)
activities, while the Vice-Chancellor of Landmark
University unveiled the logo of the IYS 2015. The
ceremony also witnessed the investiture of nine deserving
members of the Soil Science Society of Nigeria as fellows
of the society.

PIX AT CELESTINE ONWULIRI INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE CENTRE,FUTO,NIGERIA

The keynote address was presented by Professor G. O.
Obigbesan of the Department of Agronomy, University of
Ibadan, Ibadan, afellow and life member of the Soil
Science Society of Nigeria. Lead papers were presented by
Dr Anthony Anuforom, the DG/CEO, Nigerian
Meteorological Agency (NIMET), who was represented by
Chief Godwin Ajaezi; Professor David N. Sasseville of
Lincoln University, Missouri, USA; Mrs Ifeoma Anyanwu of
the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development; and Professor A. ChidiIbe, FAS of the
Department of Geology/INRES, University of Port
Harcourt, Port Harcourt, who was represented by Dr
Ferdinand Giadom.

CONCLUSION
The ceremony was indeed eventful and captured the
fancy of many. It was didactic hence a great
enlightenment whose outcomes may not be easily
quantified as participants knew more of soils. The
young participants saw their hopes rekindled and nonstudents desired to have Soil Science as their career
discipline.

Over five hundred soil scientists, environmentalists,
farmers, policy makers, the organised private sector and
students attended the Conference. Participants discussed
current soil-related challenges with particular emphasis
on the management of the nation’s soils for food and
nutrition security, climate change adaptation and
mitigation. Over 400 papers in the areas of Soil Survey,
Classification and Evaluation; Soil Conservation and Land
Use Management; Soil Fertility and Fertilizer
Management; Soil Chemistry, Microbiology and
Biotechnology; and Soil Physics, Soil and Water Resources
Management; and Climate Change were presented and
discussed. A field trip was undertaken to Landmark
University Commercial Farms and Eleyin Plantation
Farms. At the same time, there were workshops on
Information and Communication Technology (ICT),

SOME PARTICIPANTS AT THE EVENT
COMMENDATION
The Department of Soil Science and Technology FUTO
owes a lot to the Chief Host, The Vice-Chancellor,
Federal University of Technology Owerri, Nigeria ,Prof
Chigozie C. Asiabaka for creating enabling environment
for the One-Day Seminar.
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Advances in Soil Fertility and Plant Nutrition, and
Gender Mainstreaming in Agriculture.

FAO Regional Office Accra, Ghana and with additional
support from the International Union of Soil Science.

OBSERVATIONS
Following the deliberations on the keynote address,
lead papers as well as the presentations at the plenary
and technical sessions and field trip, the Society:
Notes with great concern the low subscription to the
study of agriculture, particularly soil science; but with
great joy the dogged pursuit of agricultural revolution
by the establishment of Agriculture-based Universities
and the institutionalization of both quality assurance
and quality control assessment measures by the
National Universities Commission.

That all tiers of the government should continue to
support both quality assurance and quality control in the
area of Agricultural Revolution, including the Agricultural
Transformation Agenda of the Federal Government, and
enticing young students to pursue careers in Soil Science.
Requests all land users to adopt policies and protocols
including climate smart-agriculture aimed at halting and
reversing all forms of land degradation.
Urges governments to upscale grass-root campaign on
climate change and its consequences, preparatory to the
adoption of mitigation measures.

Observes that land and soil degradation presents a
serious threat to the overall attainment of the goal of
the Agricultural Transformation Agenda (ATA) and the
ultimate target of halving the number of hungry and
poor people by the magic year 2015.

Commends the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development for Procuring 100 units of SoilDoc – a
revolutionary technology for testing soil health for
extension programme, which is a critical element of the
Agricultural Transformation Agenda (ATA).
This is
intervention is in tandem with soil extension activities of
the Society. The Society therefore welcomes the
invitation of the Honourable Minister of Agriculture and
Rural Development to participate in the implementation
of the African Soil Information Service Phase 2 and the
up-scaling of the SoilDoc projects in Nigeria.

Appreciates that food and nutrition security is
dependent on soil resources (soil, land and water),
which are very vulnerable to Climate Change.
Observes that in order to continue to feed the ever
growing Nigerian population, there is an urgent need for
effective soil management practices for optimal crop
yields in all the agro-ecological zones of the country.
Notes that soil management strategies including general
agricultural resilience, in particular, soil quality and
resilience are key factors to Climate Change mitigation
and adaptation in Nigeria.

Requests the three tiers of government to support all
forms of gender mainstreaming in climate change and
extension as well as in the generation of sex desegregated
data on access to agricultural lands and input. There is
also the need to enact policies that will protect small
holder farmers who are predominantly women.

Commends the Federal Government of Nigeria on the
formulation and subsequent pursuit of the Agricultural
Transformation Agenda and supports gender
mainstreaming and equity in agriculture to realize its full
potentials.

To support strategies for achieving agricultural resilience
in Nigeria which requires innovative technologies, policies
and programmes, provision of agro-meteorological
services, early warning mechanisms for disasters, changes
in agricultural practices, agricultural diversification,
agricultural water management, risk management and
agricultural insurance, secured land tenure rights,
strategic financial market support, agricultural market
development, and provision of extension services.

Notes that agriculture – based livelihood systems in
Nigeria are very vulnerable to food insecurity especially
in the low lying areas of coastal south-south; the flood
prone areas of the south-west; the erosion prone areas
of the south-east; the flood plain of the Niger-Benue
trough, and the semi-arid/sahel drought/desertification
prone areas of the north.

Commends the efforts of the National Assembly in the
steps so far taken in the process for the approval of the
Nigerian Institute of Soil Science (NISS) bill to regulate the
practice of the profession of Soil Science and promote the
efficient and sustainable management of Soils in Nigeria
for Food Security, Climate Change, adaptation and
mitigation.

RESOLUTIONS
Given that the soil holds great potentials for resolving
many of the World’s economic and food production
problems, and in consonance with the various
programmes enunciated for marking the 2015
International Year of Soils (IYS 2015) as declared by the
United Nations, the Soil Science Society of Nigeria herby
resolves as follows:
To celebrate the International Year of Soils 2015 in
Nigeria in accordance with the MoU signed with the

APPRECIATION
The Society hereby appreciates the generous support of
the Chancellor, Landmark University, Omu-aran, National
University Commission (NUC), the Food and Agriculture
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Organization (FAO) of the United Nations Regional
Office, Accra, Ghana; Global Soil Partnership FAO
Headquarters,
Rome,
International
Fertilizer
Development Centre, Nigeria, First Bank of Nigeria Plc,
AgriGuardian Jefferson City, Missouri USA, Federal
Colleges of Land Resources Owerri and Jos and good
spirited individuals which made possible, the successful
hosting of the 39th Annual Conference.
We also thank the Keynote Speakers and other lead
speakers for honouring our invitation and doing us
proud.

presentations. Articles should be prepared following the
“Guideline to Authors” of the Nigerian Journal of Soil
Science. Abstracts (not exceeding 350 words) should be
submitted on or before 31st December, 2015 to
sssn.unical2015@gmail.com Any submission received
after this date will only be considered for poster
presentation.

Conference Registration
Members
Non-members
Corporate Registration
Memership Registration

Dated this 13th day of March, 2015.

Student member
Ordinary member
Corporate Membership
Life Membership
50 years of age)

40TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE SOIL
SCIENCE SOCIETY OF NIGERIA (CALABAR
2016)

N 5,000.00
N 7,000.00
N 50,000.00
N 1,000.00
N 2,000.00
N 50,000.00
N 125,000.00 (if less than
N 100,000.00 (if more

DATE: Monday 14th – Friday 18th March, 2016
Theme:
Promoting use of Nigeria’s Soil Resources for
Sustainable
Ecosystem
Services,
Climate-Smart
Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Security.

than 50 years of age)

Annual dues
Student member
Ordinary member
Corporate Membership

N 2,000.00
N 10,000.00
N 50,000.00

Pre-conference registration can be done through:
First Bank Nigeria PLC, Abuja main branch
Account Name: Soil Science Society of Nigeria
Account Number: 2004729093,
Sort Code: 011084060

Sub-Themes:
Management of Nigeria’s soil resources for climate
change, mitigation, adaptation and climate-smart
Agriculture.
Modelling of soil processes for enhanced Ecosystem
services, Biodiversity and ecological resilience and
cleaner environment.
Managing Nigeria’s coastline soils and mangrove soil
ecosystem for enhanced agricultural productivity.
Soil and water resources management and critical soil
solutions for sustained food and nutrition security.
Indigenous Technical knowledge in Soil Science and Soil
Technology
Knowledge, Education and Capacity Building in Soil
Science and Management

For More Information, please contact:
Professor Uche C. Amalu FSSN
Chairman LOC
34 803 545 8641
E-mail: ucamalu@yahoo.co.uk
Dr. Paul Bassey Okon-Inyang
Secretary, LOC
+234 803 5401822
E-mail: pbokon@yahoo.com

INVITED KEYNOTE SPEAKER AND LEAD PAPER
PRESENTERS
Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development , Federal Republic of Nigeria
Professor David N. Sasseville, Lincoln University,
Missouri, USA
Dr. G. A. Adegoke, formerly DG Federal Environmental
Protection Agency
Dr Donald Gabriels, University of Ghent, Belgium
Other Keynote Speakers: Prof Mrs N. Oti & Mrs I. Anyanwu
VENUES: University of Calabar, Calabar, Cross River State.

NIGERIA INSTITUTE OF SOIL SCIENCE (NISS)
BILL IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY: THE
JOURNEY SO FAR
Dear Distinguished Fellows and Members of SSSN,
In 2011, the Soil Science Society of Nigeria (SSSN)
submitted a draft bill for an act to establish the Nigeria
Institute of Soil Science to the National Assembly after
passing it through the rigorous scrutiny by the Federal
Ministry of Justices, the Bill scaled through the first and
second readings in the Senate from 2011- 2013 and in
November 2014, it was subjected to Senate Public
Hearing which was highly successful.

CALL FOR PAPERS
The conference Organizing Committee invites well
researched articles in any area of the theme or subthemes of the conference for oral or poster

16

Send information on activities of SSSN members in
your institution for publication in our Newsletter to
the editor at the address below.

After necessary corrections, a clean copy of the
amended Bill was then placed before the Senate
President by the committee on Agriculture for the third
and final reading and subsequent concurrence by the
House of Representative. Unfortunately, due to the
disagreement between the National Assembly and the
President over the constitutional amendment, this final
stage of the journey of the bill in the National Assembly
did not materialize. Our bill was not also one of the 46
outstanding bills that were hurriedly passed by the
Senate at the twilight of the 7th Assembly. If everything
had gone well based on our expectations and the huge
human and financial resources put into the process, our
bill would have been enacted into law before the exit of
the last administration.

APPOINTMENTS
Prof Abubakar Musa Kunduri, a Prof. of Soil Science
and Water Resources Managemen and Fellow of the
Soil Science Society of Nigeria, is the newly
appointed
Vice-Chancellor of the Federal
University of Dutse (FUD).
He has BSc. in Agriculture (1987) and MSc. Soil and
Water Management (1987) both from the University
of Maiduguri. This erudite scholar went ahead and
obtained his Doctorate from Cranfield University,
United Kingdom in 1995. Prof. Kundiri has taught
several undergraduate and post graduate courses as
well as written
numerous nationally and
internationally published articles. He has also
been honoured with several awards in recognition of
his various achievements.

Despite this temporary setback, we have every cause to
thank God for the overwhelming acceptance of the bill
by the members of Senate. May I also thank you for
your financial and strong moral support to the SSSN
Exco during the process of driving the Bill in the
National Assembly.

The Editor congratulates Prof. Abubakar Kundiri on
behalf of Fellows and Members of SSSN on this
upliftment to the post of Vice Chancellor.

As a way forward, the society has been advised by
Senator Bwacha former Senate Chairman on Agriculture
who is currently in the 8th Assembly to resubmit the
amended bill as soon as the two chambers resume
formal seating for legislative action. He reassured me
that with him and Senator David Mark still in the
Senate, our Bill will receive accelerated hearing.

Prof Anthony Egrinya Eneji has recently been
appointed the Honourable Commissioner of
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Cross River
State, Nigeria. Prof. Eneji is a Prof. of Agronomy
at the University of Calabar, Calabar, Nigeria and a
Member of the Soil Science Society of Nigeria. The
Editor, on behalf of the Society, congratulates Prof.
A. E. Eneji on this appointment and wishes him
every success in the discharge of his duties.

My dear distinguished members, this second attempt to
get our bill passed by both houses of the National
Assembly will require MONEY to fund the legislative
processes as was done in our first attempt. The
compulsory levy of N50, 000 and N20, 000 you paid last
year made it possible for the bill to get to the Senate
Hearing stage during our first attempt. In this second
attempt, we would require you again to support the
society with the sum of N50, 000(Professors and
Directors) and N20, 000(others) as you did before so
that our bill would be signed into law by the present
administration.

CURRENT PUBLICATIONS OF SSSN
The Editor in Chief of the Nigerian Journal of Soil
Science, Prof. S. O. Ojeniyi, has confirmed that the
under listed publications of the Society will be
lunched during the 40th Annual Conference, 14th –
18th March, 2016 at the University of Calabar:
• Proceedings of the 39th Annual Conference of SSSN,
Landmark University, Umu-aran, Kwara State, 2015
• Special Edition of the Nigerian Journal of Soil
Science to mark the 2015 International Year of Soils
• Nigerian Journal of Soil Science, Vol. 25, 2015

Thank you for your understanding.

Please make sure you are in Calabar 14th to 18th
March, 2016, to grab your copies.

Prof. Victor O. Chude
vchude@yahoo.co.uk

Editor of SSSN Newsletter
Prof. Damian O. Asawalam
Department of Soil Science and Meteorology,
Michael Okpara University of Agriculture,
Umudike – Abia State

E-mail: d.asawalam@gmail.com
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