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XIII-TH ISSS CONGRESS, 13-20 AUGUST 1986, HAMBURG 

The Organizing Committee informs on the Congress: 

For the forthcoming congress the motto: "Demands on soil - increasing in variety 
and diversity" was published right at the Xllth Congress in New Delhi 1982. 

It was aimed to stress the fact that competition for use of the limited resource 'soil' 
is becoming more and more important. 

After the first announcement in July 1984 in Bulletin No. 65 a letter of intent was 
incorporated and in the second half of 1985 the invitation programme was mailed 
to our members. 

This programme contained informations on plenary sessions, on symposia, a call 
for voluntary contributions and a guideline how to write prolonged informative ab­
stracts. 

The O.C. received thereupon ca. 1000 abstracts. This result confirmed that the motto 
of the congress was a good choice. Nevertheless it got our committee into trouble 
if we wanted to keep our limits at 7 days and 7 parallel programme events. The only 
option was selected and refusal, or enlargement of the resource base for presentation. 

Since our Society is supposed to be the scientific forum for all our members, we 
opted for the second solution: we assigned to the poster presentation prestige at par 
with the oral presentation. This enabled us to accept all contributions which corres­
pond to the formal demands. We believe this system serves best because it avoids 
the risk of turning down original views and hidden innovations. Moreover this decision 
renders it possible for the onlooker to choose more freely the objects of his personal 
interest than under conditions of an overloaded oral presentation. In the area of volun­
tary contributions you may therefore confidently expect new, unexpected and exciting 
results. 

In order to form a contrast to this programme and to set some important accents, 
a relatively great number of symposia is provided. Here outstanding scientists give 
state-of-the-art overview papers on important research areas. Furthermore every 
Commission was alotted a plenary lecture in order to stress the current state of art. 

Choices of topics and speakers for symposia as well as for plenary lectures are results 
of cooperation between the Commission presidents of our Society and the organizing 
committee. 

We hope all of you will contribute your expertise an equally enjoy benefits from 
this Congress. 

XIII-EME CONGRES DE L'AISS, 13-20 AOUT 1986 A HAMBOURG 

Communication du Comité d'Organisation à propos du Congrès: 

La devise du prochain congrès 'Les besoins en sol - exigences croissantes en surfaces 
et en quantité', a été publiée au Xllème Congrès à New Delhi en 1982. 

Le but était d'insister sur le fait que la concurrence pour l'utilisation de cette resource 
limitée qu'est le sol s'accroît de plus en plus. 

Un formulaire d'intention de participation avait été imprimé dans le Bulletin No. 
65 en Juillet 1984. et au cours du deuxième semestre de 1985, un programme d'invita­
tion a été envoyé aux membres de l'AISS. 

Ce programme comprenait des informations sur les séances plénières, sur les sympo­
siums, un appel pour les communications volontaires et un guide pour la rédaction 
de résumés informatifs. 
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