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ATTENTION 

Important deadlines and information 
with regard to the organization of the 

17'h World Congress of Soil Science (WCSS), 
14-20 August 2002, Bangkok, Thailand 

1. All chairpersons of Commissions, Sub-Commissions and Working Groups should send 
their reports on inter-congress activities (1998-2002), with a maximum of two typed 
pages, to the Secretary-General at least 6 months before the 17* WCSS. i.e. February 13. 
2002. - These reports will be published in the Bulletin before the Congress. - Please observe 
that no specific activities for the existing Commissions. Sub-Commissions and Working 
Groups will be organized during the 17* WCSS in Bangkok, besides the scientific symposia. 

2. Elections of chairpersons for new Divisions and Commissions will take place during the 
17* WCSS. For these elections, according to the bye-laws, nominations of candidates have 
to be submitted to the Secretary-General latest 6 months before the Congress, i.e. February 
13,2002. The exact procedure is described in Bulletin 97. 2000/1. pp 4-19. - If no or not 
enough nominations are received, the IUSS Bureau will search for suitable candidates. 

3. Elections of new Honorary Members will take place at the 17* World Congress of Soil 
Science. Nominations can be submitted by full members (National Societies) to the Secre­
tary-General until 6 months before the Congress, i.e. February 13. 2002. For further informa­
tion, see Rules: B6. 

4. Further important information is contained in Bulletin No. 97 (2000/1, pp 4-19. with the 
new Byelaws of IUSS. including the new scientific structure), and in the Report on the Meet­
ing of the IUSS Bureau, in this Bulletin. 
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MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE IUSS BUREAU, 
VIENNA, 14-16 JUNE, 2001. 

The following officers of the Union participated: 

W.E.H. Blum. M. Jamagne. I. Kheoruenromne. P. Lüscher, G. Petersen, A. Ruellan, D.L. Sparks. 
S. Theerawong. J.H.V. van Baren. 

1. Congress in Bangkok 
The Third Announcement has now been published, and 4000 copies were mailed. The Fourth 
Announcement will be forwarded to those who have sent in their "Intention to Attend". At present 
about 1450 abstracts have been submitted and the final list of oral and poster presentations will soon 
be available. Some symposia will be combined or regrouped, because of a very different number of 
submitted papers. For interesting contributions, which do not fit a Symposium, a slot could perhaps be 
made in a "Miscellaneous Soil Science Symposium". 

Each Symposium will consist of one invited paper, 6-7 oral contributions, and the other presentations 
as posters for which there is enough capacity at the same day and in the vicinity of the oral Symposium. 

The publications will be: all abstracts, list of participants, and plenary papers: in hardcopy and on CD-
ROM: oral papers most likely only on CD-ROM. Much work is involved in editing papers. Perhaps 
some soil science journals are interested in preparing special issues with contributions from the Con­
gress. As some scientists prefer refereed journal articles instead of published Congress papers. It was 
suggested that the Convenors should make summaries of their symposia immediately after, or even 
before, the Congress. These summaries should be published as well, as done at the Montpellier Con­
gress. The speakers for the 4 Plenary Sessions have not yet been selected. 

With regard to the excursions, the Organizers gave information about the large funding from the Thai 
Government for those held in Thailand. It is not yet sure if all excursions to neighbouring countries can 
be held. 

The Organizers are pleased with the active cooperation of Symposia Convenors and the Thai Co-con­
venors, and are convinced that an interesting program can be made available to the participants. 

2. Elections of new officers 
At the Congress, sufficient time should be available for the election of new officers for Divisions and 
Commissions. The Working Groups could decide for themselves, either at the Congress or at a meet­
ing of the Working Group. Candidates for an office in a Division and Commission should attend the 
Congress and present themselves before the election. It is hoped that enough good candidates will be 
proposed in time, because the list of candidates should be available beforehand. Especially the func­
tion of Divisional Chairperson is very important for the successful implementation of the new scien­
tific structure. Perhaps an active search should start for prospective chairs if not enough candidates are 
put forward until the deadline for nominations (6 months before the Congress). Information about the 
new election procedures should be published again in the Bulletin. It was decided that at the Congress 
in 2006. all Working Groups will be closed, and re-start if appropriate. Working Groups should report 
about their activities and accomplishments during the last 4 to 8 years, if they have not yet done so. 
These can then be assessed. 

It was decided that no meetings of the old Commissions will be held, only the new structure will be 
taken into account. The Secretary General will prepare a text, to be put at the disposal of all Congress 
participants, with the regulations of the elections and voting procedures. A list of candidates will also 
be available at the start of the Congress. A practical ballot sheet was proposed and will be further devel­
oped. Furthermore, it was decided that the Bureau will act as Election Committee. 
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