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EDITORIAL 

This is the last issue of the IUSS Bulletin edited by the Secretariat-General in Vienna, which published 
24 IUSS Bulletins between 1990 and 2002. 

In these twelve years, several important decisions have been taken, especially regarding the develop­
ment of our organization from the International Society of Soil Science (ISSS) to the International 
Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS). 

In 1993. ISSS joined the International Council for Science (ICSU. at that time still the International 
Council of Scientific Unions), as a Full Union Member. Through this, soil science was accepted as a 
full member by the world-wide family of natural sciences. 

In 199S. the change from ISSS to IUSS could be concluded, by the adoption of new rules and bye-laws. 

In 2002. the new scientific structure of IUSS was put into vigour by the election of chairpersons for the 
4 Divisions, 18 Commissions, and 3 Standing Committees. 

Therefore, the last 24 issues of the Bulletin are proofs of the many new developments within interna­
tional soil science. - Science is part of the society and therefore has to adapt accordingly with time. For 
soil science, this task could be achieved. - All this was only possible by an excellent co-operation with­
in the international soil science family and we can all be proud of what we have achieved. 

The coming issues of this Bulletin will appear on the Website of IUSS. which was installed and will 
be developed by the new Deputy Secretary-General of IUSS, Dr. Alfred Hartemink. at the International 
Soil Reference and Information Centre (ISRIC) in Wageningen. The Netherlands, in close co-opera­
tion with the new Secretary-General of IUSS. Dr. Stephen Nortcliff. in Reading. UK. 

Only those IUSS members who subscribed the Bulletin, such as libraries, national soil science soci­
eties and the IUSS Life Members, as well as those members who subscribed personally (see last pages 
of this Bulletin) to receive a hardcopy of the Bulletin, will receive the printed version further on. 

I would like to thank all of you . also in the name of the co-editor. Drs. Hans van Baren, for 12 years 
of excellent co-operation and wish you all the best for a successful future. 

Winfried E. H. Blum 
Past Secretary-General of IUSS 
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VISIT THE NEW lUSS HOMEPAGE: 

HTTP://WWW.IUSS.ORG 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

This Bulletin (No. 102) is the last one which will be sent to 

former individual members of ISSS. From now on, only 

National Soil Science Societies, IUSS Life Members, and 

libraries will receive the IUSS Bulletin further on automat­

ically. Those persons who still want to receive the IUSS 

Bulletin have to subscribe to it at a price of 25 US$ per 

year (2 issues), see subscription form at the end of this 

Bulletin. 
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NEW IUSS OFFICERS 

Donald L. Sparks 

new President of IUSS 

Dr. Donald L. Sparks. S. Hallock du Pont Chair. is chairman of the Department of Plant and Soil Sci­
ences. He has served as chairman of the department since 1989. Dr. Sparks has joint appointments in 
the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 
and College of Marine Studies. 
He received his Doctorate in Soil Physical Chemistry from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and Slate 
University in 1979. a M.S. degree in Soil Science from the University of Kentucky in 1976. and a B.S. 
degree in Agronomy from Kentucky in 1975. 
Dr. Sparks is nationally and internationally recognized for his research on the kinetics of soil chemi­
cal reactions and the application of state-of-the-art molecular scale spectroscopic and microscopic 
techniques to elucidate reaction mechanisms. He and his group have been leaders in employing syn­
chrotron- based spectroscopy to study metal, metalloid, and nutrient reactions on soil minerals, soils, 
and biosolids. 
Dr. Sparks is a prolific researcher, writer, and lecturer having authored two books, edited 35 books, 
authored 32 chapters for major books and 130 refereed papers, presented 88 invited papers at nation­
al and international symposia and meetings and been a visiting professor at over 50 universities, lab­
oratories, and institutes in North America. Europe. Asia. Africa, and Australia. This past year he was 
a McMaster Fellow at universities and CSIRO laboratories throughout Australia. 
Dr. Sparks has received numerous honors and awards. He was named Distinguished Professor in 1994 
and T.A. Baker Professor in 2001. He also received UD"s prestigious Francis Alison Award in 1996 
and was the first recipent of the UD Doctoral Advising and Mentoring Award. Other awards he has 
received are: Fellow of the American Society of Agronomy. Soil Science Society of America, and 
American Association for the Advancement of Science; the M.L. and Chrystie M. Jackson Award, the 
Soil Science Society of America's Research Award, and the College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources F.D. Chesters Distinguished Service Award. 
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