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Foreword

The need to formulate a world soils policy to combat desertification, to reduce
erosion hazards and to ensure rational utilisation of the world's land and water
resources has become urgent. Mankind cannot meet the challenges of this age
without sound soil-management systems and policies.

The papers contained in this volume are therefore timely and closely
interlinked; they cover topics that are of immediate concern not only to soil
scientists,’ ecologists, agronomists and farmers, but to planners in international,
national, government and private organisations as well. | hope the deliberations
of these symposia will go along way towards developing arational approach to
soil management for the present and for future generations.

The UNEP and the FAO have played a leading role in creating public
consciousness of the problems involved and by encouraging formulation of plans
for action. Their support in organising the symposia on World Soils Policy and
Desertification is deeply appreciated. The cooperation of the contributors,
reviewers, editors, and production team in compiling this publication is aso
acknowledged.

J.S. KANWAR
New Dehi Chairman

31st December 19381 Organising Committee



