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Foreword

THE International Congress of Soil Science is a unique opportunity for
specialists in different branches of soil science to meet, discuss and share their
accumulated experience and knowledge and to generate new ideas for future
research. The Organising Committee of this 12th International Congress of
Soil Science felt that it would be a good cccasion for a few leading experts in
different disciplines to critically examine the research trends and make
suggestions for the future which could form the basis for discussion under the
topic.

With the help of the Chairman of each commission, three or four
scientists representing different areas of specialization were identified
to form a panel for discussion : whither soil research and its bearing
on the main theme of the Congress, managing soil resources to meet
the challenges to mankind.

The papers in this volume represent the ideas of the individual specialists
as the basis for discussion. The moderator, who is the Chairman or the Vice-
Chairman of the relevant commission of the International Society of Soil
Science (Commission I to VII), has tried to coordinate the papers relating to
his Commission. These are not reviews but are some important ideas which
the scientists feel could form the basis for stimulating discussion.

On behalf of the Organising Committee I wish to thank all the panelists
and the moderators for preparing this set of papers and hope they will
stimulate interesting discussion and provide valuable ideas for making soil
research excellent and relevant to meeting the challenges of mankind in the
future.

J.S. KANWAR
New Delhi Chairman
January 8, 1982 Organising Committee
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