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Managing Soil Resources 
to Meet the Challenges to Mankind: 
Presidential Address 
J.S. KANWAR* 

RESPECTED Rashtrapathiji, Your Excellencies, distinguished soil scientists, 
delegates, and friends, I have great pleasure in welcoming you to the 12th 
International Congress of Soil Science. At the outset, I must say how grateful 
we are to the Government of India, Department of Agricultural Research and 
Education, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research and the Indian 
Society of Soil Science for inviting us to hold this Congress in this 
historic city of New Delhi. We feel honoured and grateful to the President of 
India for inaugurating it. The theme of the 12th Congress is 'Managing Soil 
Resources to Meet the Challenges to Mankind'—a theme we adopted because 
mankind today is faced with many challenges, the biggest being food 
shortages and environmental degradation, both resulting from the population 
explosion and poor resource management. 

The world population, which was only 2 billion in 1930, is likely to 
exceed 6 billion by the year 2000. In the next 60 seconds 233 babies will be 
born in the world, 136 of them in Asia. Hundreds of millions of people in 
several nations still live in abject poverty and hunger. Although famine, 
hunger and malnutrition have been common and dreaded conditions since the 
origin of mankind, their elimination was one of the great promises of the 20th 
century—a promise that has not yet been fulfilled. 

While some developing countries have to produce more food, fibre, and fuel 
from less and less land, the developed countries are threatened with 
environmental degradation through industrialisation and urbanisation. The 
whole world is concerned with the global problems of hunger, malnutrition and 
the quality of life now and in the future. If current land-use practices continue, a 
child born today has less chance of getting adequate food to eat, space to live in 
and pure air to breathe. Therefore, there is an urgent need for careful 
consideration and thoughtful planning of the uses of our agricultural resources, 
particularly land. 

The first International Soil Science Congress met in 1927 during the boom 
period soon after the First World War. The second and third Congresses were 
held during the period of economic depression that followed. After the 
Second World War, a new era in science began, with greater emphasis on the 
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Note: This address is abridged from the Plenary Session paper, Vol. 1, of this Congress. 


